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Gov. Bob Straub says he will 
support an ODOT request for $15 
million in general funds in the 
1979-81 budget, which is roughly 
the amount in the current budget. | 

Straub, in a memo dated’ June 15 
from his executive assistant, Loren 
Kramer, to ODOT Director Bob 
Burco, said he will seek nearly $6 
million in general funds for the 
State Police, with the remainder of 
that agency’s request of $59 million 
to come from the Highway Fund. 

The governor said he will also 
request about $6 million in general 
funds for Parks, and about $3 
million in 
other revenues.” 

The memo also advised Burco to 
“take this opportunity to develop 
some sound, responsible proposals to 
increase revenues to offset demands 


Signatures gathered 


“new or increased fees or. 


on the Highway Fund.” 
[Dyesettingwsa’ $53.3-">million 
Highway Fund lid on State Police 
requests, the governor said he was 
“trying to be responsive to efforts 
by the department and_ the 


“commission to balance the Highway 


Fund and to recognize that State 
Police must share in the reductions.” 

The commission met with Gov. 
Straub on June 12 to hear his views 
on what reductions should be made 
in ODOT budgets and programs after 
defeat of the gas tax _ increase. 

“We have to be realistic and 
honest with the people,” Straub said. 


“We will have to cut back on 
highway maintenance as well as 
other programs financed by the 


Highway Fund.” 
The governor cautioned, however, 
that “it would be a mistake to’ cut 


Smith-Day Amendment 


Sponsored by Sens. 
and Bob Smith, the 


eBay 
amendment 


Highway crews are out in full 
force this month. For a special 
tribute to these workers, see page 3. 


Runaway trucks meet welcome 
relief on the Siskiyous, p. 5. 


a 
“How the West Was Won”’ comes 
to Bend, p. 7. 


s bemoan tax defeat, p. 4. 
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rego [Sis 

(OLTA) have — been 
circulating petitions.  / 

Members of the AEE, one of 
ODOT’s employee unions, joined the 
drive last month. AEE President 
Leroy Churchill doesn’t know how 
many signatures have been gathered 
by union members, but that they 
have expressed ‘‘considerable 
support.” 

The Smith-Day amendment states 
that road user fees (gas tax and 
vehicle registration fees) ‘“‘shall be 
used exclusively for the construction, 
reconstruction, improvement, repair, 
maintenance, operation and use of 
public highways, roads, streets and 
roadside rest areas.” 

User taxes may also be used for 
administrative costs, refunds or 
credits authorized by law, and the 
retirement of bonds. 

Recreational vehicle fees may be 
US CCT, Oifpet Mela caGaU ISL bon, 
development, maintenance, care, use, 
promotion or publicizing of parks or 
recreation areas.” 

The amendment would eliminate 
transfers to the Oregon State Police 
and other agencies. Currently State 
Parks is budgeting for about 
$500,000, or less than one-half 
percent of the Highway Fund. This 
is in addition to recreational fees 
collected by the branch. 

State Police are requesting $59 
million. Their current budget includes 
about $41 million. 

Smaller transfers from the fund 
go to national area preserves $37,850 
this biennium and for public 
museum grants ($55,000). 

Chuck Rogers, president of OLTA 
stated recently that the Six-Year 
Highway Program could be 
accomplished under the amendment’s 
rededicated funds. : 

According to Fred Klaboe, chief 
of Operations, eliminating transfers 
to other agencies would not generate 
enough money for’ the entire 
program. Crate at Nah | ' 


Truckers 


state parks, which are well supported 
by the public.” 


. The governor’s support for $15 


million in general funds for ODOT is 
particularly 


significant in view of 


By 1982, this vacant corridor will support the Jackson (I-205) Bridge, a $175 


Straub to support General Fund request 


forecasts of a General Fund deficit, 
running upwards of $70 million or 


more, to maintain existing state 
government programs in the next 
biennium. 


million project. This is an aerial view of the Washington side, taken by 
photographer Gene Kinney. Barge in the foreground is involved in driving 


piles for concrete substructure. 


DMV launches mandatory 
liability insurance law 


Mandatory motor vehicle liability 
insurance, a major new program for 
DMV, will officially be launched 
July 1 after months of planning and 


forms revision. 


The new law has meant adding 
37 positions, revisions in forms, and 
development of new’ forms to 
comply with the law’s provisions. It 


has also meant rearranging work 
areas in DMV _ headquarters to 
accommodate new staff. 

“Mandatory insurance -- Oregon 
style -- is tied to a_ vehicle’s 
registration. The law says DMV 


cannot title and register a vehicle or 
renew a registration unless the owner 
certifies liability insurance. In 
addition, documentary evidence is 
needed for a first-time registration or 
transfer of title to a new. owner. 


Drivers need proof 


July renewals are the first to 
come under the new law. Owners 
will have to provide DMV with the 
name of their insurance companies. 

Although owners must provide 
information on insurance coverage at 
the time of registration, the law 
applies to all persons who operate 
an Oregon licensed vehicle on or 
after July 1. 

DMV suggests that vehicle owners 
whose licenses are mot due for 
renewal for some months should 


_ nevertheless carry something to show 


that \they* have’ Itability 
insurance -- just in case they are 
asked to show coverage to a police 
officer. If nothing else, owners 
should write the name of their 
company and policy number on the 


reverse . side of their): current 
registration card. 
The new law places several new 


responsibilities on DMV, including a 


requirement to make a random 
sample survey of all registrations 
submitted after July 1 to verify 
reported coverage. 

In addition, liability insurance 


reported on about 100,000 driver 
accident reports must be verified by 
DMV with insurance companies. 

As part of the gearing-up process, - 
Bernie Hawes, manager of the driver 
and vehicle safety branch, Jay Rupp, 
special processing supervisor, and 
Dale Boyer, dealer licensing, have 
been meeting with insurance officials 
and agents, 'new and used auto 
dealers and DMV field employees to 
explain the law and procedures to 
be followed by all involved in 
implementing the law. 

Public information programs have 
also focused on trying to get the 
word to motor vehicle owners about 
new insurance requirements. Posters, 
question and answer leaflets, radio 
and television public service 
announcements, and news _ stories 
have been used to explain the law. 
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Director’s corner 


BOB BURCO 


a Since our 
: the 


received 

Ballot 
Measure 5’s defeat last month, other 
government programs have received a 
similar message--in California, Oregon, 


own program 
dampening news of 


and across the country, from 
Proposition 13 proponents. 

Our own encounters with 
taxpayers’ resistance to funding 
government programs have led us to 


be better prepared than most other 


i; government agencies for the service 

a 4 : ty cutbacks that reduced funding 
am oe! entails. ; 

Our own limited freeze on hiring has now extended to all other 


departments of state government. Our careful screening of programs is now 
being duplicated throughout state and local government. Our several years of 
preparation for this has helped us greatly in preparing our budgets. 

In its meeting with the Governor, the Oregon Transportation Commission 
obtained a pledge of over $6 million of General Fund assistance for the parks 
program and a substantial reduction in the funding level for the State Police 
budget. This eases somewhat the demands on the Highway Fund and allows 
us to move ahead on a reasonable, even if reduced level, budget for many of 
our other activities. 

Ironically, while state highway dollars are in short supply, federal 
construction dollars will flow at a higher rate during the next biennium than 
ever before. Our construction program, heavily influenced by structural 
contracts on the 1-205 bridge, will make the next several years an 
extraordinary period of highway construction activity. That, however, doesn’t 
make the job of finding adequate maintenance and rehabilitation dollars any 
easier. 


OH, DOTTIE : By Roy Priem 


* , Whatever happened to ourold motto... 
The sun never sets ona pothole in Oregon? 


! 


IS THIS WHAT THEY MEAN 
BY “ALLIGATORING”? 


W IROSCS COce. 


Region 3 Engineer Bud courteous clerk will answer your 
Shirley was complimented call and your problem will be 
recently by a letter writer in the directed. there is no calling 


Roseburg News-Review. all over the area to talk to the 
Highway maintenance is falling right person, it will be handled 

behind due to lack of funds, efficiently with one call.” 

wrote Bruce L. Blew of Winston. Blew also complimented one 

“But it is not due to poor of Shirley’s crews for stopping 

management on the region level, enroute to a job to direct traffic 

because no one could show at the scene of an _ accident 

more interest or concern than during a heavy rainstorm. 

Mr. Alfred (Bud) Shirley.” “These people are well trained 
He added, ‘‘Mr. Shirley spends who know their jobs and are 


ei) ie d y oe 3 : ‘ 

On the way to Astoria for their regular commission meeting, Transportation 
Commissioners and staff toured several coastal parks and beach access points. 
In the foreground, above, at Cape Meares State Park is Commissioner Gordon 
Coleman. Behind (right) is Commissioner Tom Walsh and Director Bob Burco. 
Commissioners schedule periodic meetings away from Salem to gather 


first-hand 
throughout the state. 


impressions and information about transportation and parks issues 


JLettuers to tine IScdlitor 


To the Editor: 

This letter is written in response 
to your ) recent (article, “inte VIA 
regarding “State Park Violators”. 

During the Memorial Day Holiday, 
four of us (my husband, | and his 
parents) reserved two trailer sites at 
Fort Stevens State Park near Astoria. 
An unruly incident occurred Sunday 
night that still has us steaming mad, 
not to mention a little frightened. 

Camped near our section were 
about eight teenage children who 
were not accompanied by an adult. 
Later in the evening, more arrived 
until there were about 15, none of 
whom appeared to be 21 years old. 

All through the night, this noisy 
mob was drinking, swearing, 
screaming, and carrying on so that 
no one could sleep. | suppose this 
by itself could be tolerated; however, 
it did not end there. Five or so of 
them proceeded to “drag race’ up 
and down the narrow park roads 
and at one point a pickup went out 
of control and God knows how they 
managed to miss hitting our camper, 
pickup, and us. 

We went to the Park office and 
complained. We felt cheated as we 
were not only denied sleep, but 
were terrorized without any 
“official” attempt to stop this 
incident. We wanted to be 
reimbursed for that night’s stay. To 
date, there has been no_ response 
regarding this formal complaint. 

Why are underaged people allowed 


Macnab hired 


Larry Macnab brings an impressive 
track record of state service to his 
new job as METRO Branch 
administrative services manager. 

The appointment was announced. 
recently by METRO Administrator 
Bob Bothman. 

Formerly with the State Parole 
Board, Macnab has held _ positions 
with the State Industrial Accident 
Commission, Workmen”s 
Compensation Board, the Human 
Resources Department and _ the 
Executive Department.. 

One of his first tasks will be to 
prepare the 1979-81 METRO budget. 
Streamlining the branch’s internal 
administrative systems and setting up 
staff training programs are also 


to drink alcoholic beverages and then 
permitted to drunkenly race through 
the park endangering every one in 
their path? Who would be 
responsible had one of these vehicles 
driven through a camp site through 
someone’s tent, perhaps killing a few 
of the occupants? The State Parks 
Department would have been, that’s 
who. 

In VIA’S article, Don _ Pizer, 
manager of Fort Stevens, states ‘I’m 
against it >. (He-aisivagainse 
getting involved). Perhaps when 
another incident occurs in his park, 
these vandals should be requested to 
camp in his front yard. | hate to be 
ugly about this, but unless something 
is done, all our State Parks will be 
havens for hoodlums. 

Kathy A. Conrad 
Oregon State Highway Division 
Region | - Right of Way 


To the Editor: 

| would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all my. friends 
and associates who visited, phoned, 
sent flowers and cards during my 
recent visit to the hospital for open 
heart surgery. Thank you all so very 
much. 

It brightened those days that 
would have otherwise been somewhat 
depressing. The doctors say | should 
be back on the job full time by 
mid-July. 

Richard S. Hawkins 

District Engineer, The Dalles 


in Metro 


degrees in 
philosophy. 
An avid hiker and cross-country 
skier, Macnab spends much of _ his 
spare time on scenic trails in the 


mathematics and 


Cascades and Wallowas. 


many of his evenings attending 
citizens’ meetings, listening to the 
needs of the citizens and trying 
to work their requests into an 
already loaded highway plan. 
“When you call the Highway 
Maintenance Department, a very 


worthy of your support to see 
that they have adequate finances 
to keep up with the necessary 


repair and construction that is 
desperately needed to _ protect 
our huge investment in 
highways.” 


among his job priorities. 

With a strong background in fiscal 
and personnel matters, Macnab will 
assist Bothman in developing a 
comprehensive approach to 
management. 

A native Oregonian, Macnab grew 
up in Portland. He holds bachelor’s 


ed 
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JERRY 
ROBERTSON 


There’s an old _ highway 
maintenance motto that goes, “The 
sun never sets on a pot hole in 
Oregon.”’ 

Well, there are miles to go before 
we can live up to that old tradition, 
but the forces are out in full now 
that summer is here. 

Unfortunately, scenes like the 
ones on this page may be 
diminishing. Because of slim revenue 
projections, maintenance crews will 
be reduced through normal attrition. 
Luckily, there will be no lay-offs. 
The division hopes to keep up with 
the “‘essentials’’ as best it can. 

Although we’ve grown into a 
department of cerebral policies, 
comprehensive planning and 
complicated budgets, we are still 
viewed by many as the folks who 
build the highways. And the men 
--and women-- on the roads are still 
the most visible. They’ve waded 
through floods, worked 


2 ea Te Oe round-the-clock in emergencies, 
. - rescued accident victims, given 
pappy here have built a lotta roads. directions and shoveled steaming 


asphalt in 90-degree heat. 

They deserve some praise. 

So here’s to the caretakers of our 
highways...and although there are 
“miles to go’’ before we sleep in 
our financially troubled times, let’s 
hope we make it. 
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Editors conduct post—mortems on defeat 


Oregon voters soundly rejected a 
proposal to increase the gas tax by 
two cents per gallon at the May 
primary election. As wakes were 
being held across the state over the 
defeat, editors were conducting 
post-mortems to determine the cause. 

Pendleton’s EAST OREGONIAN 
asked ‘Will the Roads Crumble?” It 
said, “now that Oregon Voters have 
vetoed again a gasoline tax increase, 
it will be interesting to watch the 
condition of state highways in the 
next couple of years. 

‘‘Highway officials © have — said 
unchanging gas tax revenue can’t 
possibly keep up with soaring costs 
of highway labor and material. They 
have repeated over and over that 
state crews are able to repair and 


maintain only a small percentage of . 


the mileage that needs work each 
year. They warn that rebuilding a 
road costs three to five times as 
much as repairing it. 


“But people are tired and 
frustrated with rising taxes, and 
some probably suspect state or. 


federal officials will figure out a way 
to keep up the roads.” 


Back to Uncle Sam 


In turn, the MEDFORD MAIL 


TRIBUNE questioned “Highway 
finance: what now?” It said, ‘“‘We 
think the defeat of No. 5 was 
illogical and irresponsible, but it’s 
difficult to quarrel with some 65 
percent of the voters. We assume 
that the measure was _ defeated 


Workers earn promotions 


The following employees were 

promoted last month. 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

Orville Aas, engineering technician 


(ET 1) to highway engineer (HE) 1, 
Bend. 


Thomas M. Anderson, traffic survey 


interviewer to ET 1, Salem. 

Denald Angermayer, highway 
maintenance worker (HMW) 3 to 4, 
Eugene. 


Jim E. Butler, HMW 3. to highway 
maintenance supervisor (HMS) 1, The 
Dalles. 

Steven) DS Crouch HE 2 to HEL 3) 
METRO. 

Norman S. Davis, 


El Surineibroject 


Dave DeMarco 


Management to HE 1 in Region 2, 
Salem. 

David W. DeMarco, HMW 2 to 3, 
Albany. 

James P. Dickerson, engineering aide 
(EA) to ET 1, Medford. 


Jerry D. Dixon, electrician to lead 
electrician, Milwaukie. 


Barry C. Emmerling, EA to ET 1, 
Portland. 
Arthurouleuatalls: Ei alieto steeds 


Coquille. 
Rene Garcia, HMW 2 to 3, Salem. 


Neila Re -Guptill. Ek e2eton HEeair 
Portland. 
Fred” Ds Gustafson;. “Jr. En) al; 


Newport to ET 2, Salem. 

Roy N. Hizer, HMW 2 to 3, 
Corvallis. 

James W. Hoffman, 
Klamath Falls. 
Donald V. James, HMS 2, Meacham 
to HMS 3, La Grande. 


HMW 2 to 4, 


William S. James,» HMW 3 to 4, 
Salem. 
Correction: 


In a story on the Jackson (1-205) 
Bridge last month, VIA reported that 
a-concrete pour for the bridge will 
“stand 33 feet and cover an area of 
about 14 by 53 feet.” The correct 
figure is 143 by 53. feet. We 
apologize for the error. 


_ examiner 1, 


Orville Aas 


Michael L. Kieffer, ET 1 to 2, 
Roseburg. 
Gary? Dae aKlassen, mame tonme iii i 
Portland. 


Richard H. Nelson, HMW 2 to auto 


mechanic 1, METRO. 
Garald J. Ottoboni, HMW 2 to 3, 
Milwaukie. 


Irving W. Patton, electrician to lead 


electrician, Salem. 


Michael _D. Pearson, HMW 2 = to 
electrician, Milwaukie. 
Robert L. Poggione, land title 


Right of Way, to ET 2, 
engineering, Salem. 
Dwayne D. Prose, 


Ele2e. BurnSseto 


Rene Garcia 


HE 1, Grants Pass. 


Ranvir Singh, EA, Bend, to ET 1, 
Portland. ‘ 
Eugene Spaeth, HMW 2 to 3, 
Portland. 

Halver L. Swindell, HMW 3. to 


electrician, Milwaukie. 
Robert Thompson, ET 3 to HE 1, 
Salem. 


Joseph E. Vacca, ET 1, Portland, to 
HE 1, Salem. 

Felix Valenzuela, HMW 1 to 2, 
Baker. 


Jack A. Viney, HMW 2 to 3, Salem. 
Mark L. Wills, ET 1° in Project 
Management to ET 2, Traffic, Salem. 


‘ 


simply because it was ‘another tax 
increase,’ without due consideration 
to the fact that it was designed ‘to 
save drivers money in the long run, 
and preserve a rapidly deteriorating 


_ highway system. 


“So now it seems necessary to 
turn to Uncle Sam to plead for a 
revision of the federal system of 
distribution of the highway trust fund. 

“It rankles us to have to turn to 
the federal treasury for help; we’d 
rather that we took care of our own 
needs ourselves, rather than having 
them filtered through the federal 
system. 

“It's a sad commentary on our 
willingness to take care of our own 
needs ourselves.”’ 

The Salem STATESMAN & said, 
“Here we go again, stuck with trying 
to figure out why the voters reacted 
the way they did. 

“Was it beaten because voters 
don’t think roads need repairs? What 
percentage of voters resented having 
state park and state police money 
shifted to the general fund? 

“How many resentful bicyclists 
voted ‘no,’ not understanding that 
removal of bike’ path money from 
they bill. merely yeshitted Sethe 
appropriation, but didn’t kill it? 

“How many -more people would 
have voted ‘no’ if the bike path, 
park and police limitations hadn’t 
been there? 

“The one overriding conclusion is 
that the puzzle of how to get 
Oregon voters to assess more state 
taxes on themselves remains 
unsolved. With the exception of two 


cigarette tax increases, Oregon voters — 


have rejected every attempt since 
World War II by the Losls abuts, to 
raise taxes.” 


The DAILY ASTORIAN said, “We wo 
have to assume that many of ‘the ct 
persons who voted against increasing | 


the state tax on gasoline are 
operators of automobiles. They 
weren’t willing to pay less than 10 
bucks a year for the work outlined 
by the highway engineers. 


Complaints predicted 


“We hope they have the good 


grace to keep their yaps shut when - 


they’re getting bounced around on 
cracked highways. But we can 
predict that we will hear a lot of 
complaining and all will insist that 
they voted for the gas tax increase. 
It will be impossible to find anyone 
who voted against it. 

“But all who voted against it will 
have an opportunity to exercise 
second judgments. The © state’s 
highway system cannot bear up 
under the double impact of inflation 
and neglect.’’ 


peck Sollis 


Sollis named 
chief counsel 


Jack 
assistant attorney general 
counsel for ODOT. He replaces Walt 


been named 
and chief 


Sollis has 


Barrie, who was appointed solicitor 
general in the Appellate Division of 
the Department of Justice. 


Sollis has been an _ assistant 
attorney general for ODOT for 17 
years. He received his law degree 


from the University of Oregon in 
Se, 

He and his wife Jan _ live in 
Salem. They have three daughters, 
Shelly, Kim and Terri. 


John Fitzgerald 


Four retirees 
are announced 


Four retirements were announced 
in May and June. They include: 


Maurice T. Johnson of Florence, 
park ranger 1; two years, seven 
months. Retired May 2. 

Lloyd F. Ramsey of Bend, 


highway maintenance worker 2; 13 
years, three months. Retired May 14. 


John M._ Fitzgerald of Bend, 
heavy ‘equipment mechanic 2; 18 
years, nine months. Retired May 31. 

Thomas EE. Iwen of Salem, 


highway engineer 4; 27 years, two 
months, Retired June 30. 


Crews get SAIF honors 


Twelve Highway Division crews 
won SAIF achievement awards 
recently for accumulating continuous 
man-hours. without time-loss injury 
accidents. They include: 

Maintenance Crew 122-03, Detroit; 
107,348 man-hours; John Howry, 
supervisor; crew strength, 10 persons. 

Engineering Crew 080-14, Salem; 
105,782 man-hours; Warren Mueller, 
supervisor; crew ‘strength, eight 
persons. 

Shore Acres Park Crew 430-06, 
Coos Bay; 101,984 man-hours; Max 
Ruff, supervisor; crew strength, 20 
persons. 

Engineering Crew 080-07, Salem; 

100,000 man-hours; Richard Nelson, 
supervisor; crew strength, nine 
persons. 
_ Engineering Crew 080-43, 
Portland; 100,000 man-hours; Arvey 
Nelson, supervisor; crew strength, 
seven persons. 


South Beach Parks crey y 420-12, 


ee , > 
ihe’ a SPA Ae ee 


persons. 


Newport; 151,168 man-hours; LeRoy 
Lesmeister, supervisor; average crew 
strength 17 persons. 

Engineering Crew 080-52, Ontario; 
100,674 man-hours; Frank Burnett, 
supervisor; average crew strength 15 
persons. 

Engineering Crew 080-58, Burns; 
60,000 man-hours; Barry Hatcher, 
supervisor; strength, seven persons. 

Bullards Beach Park Crew 430-03, 


Bandon; 57,261 man-hours; George 

Hannah, supervisor; crew strength, 10 

persons. ; 
Electrical Crew 170-02, 


110,608 man-hours; 
Robert Johnson, Jr.; 
nine persons. ee 

Bend Shop Crew 105-01; 52,036 
man-hours; supervised by Jonas 
Hammack, crew strength, 20 persons. — 

Maintenance Crew 132-05, Pistol 


supervised by 
crew strength, 


River; 51,860 man-hours; Roy E. 
Lake, supervisor; crew  strenth, 


Salem; - 
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He was pulling a van of six On-site testing, a week-long The ramp, called an arrester bed, ve the highway and is separated 
~ horses on |-5 just below the process, was coordinated by _ the is 1,200 feet long, 26 feet wide and from it by a 12-foot paved lane 
Siskiyou summit when his brakes Materials and Research Section, 18 inches deep. The gravel, rounded used by  wreckers' to retrieve 
started to smoke. He was highballing - under John Jenkins, Bill Quinn and but larger than pea _ size, was embedded trucks. A concrete wall 
it down the mountain toward two Gordon Beecroft. They were assisted specially ordered for the project. was built to keep high-speed trucks 
full lanes of traffic. by the local maintenance crews and The ramp is located to the right from sliding out of the ramp and 
He couldn’t pass and he couldn’t down the mountain. 
slow down. The ramp curves back into the 
A year ago the driver would have road ahead, in case the gravel 
had. these choices: veer into the doesn’t stop the truck. So far, all 
median wall, plow into the cars have been stopped within 508 feet. 
ahead or swerve right and risk Gravel must be reshaped after each 
tumbling down the mountain or use. Costs exceeding $50 are billed 
sailing through the air. to the user. 
Because of an emergency truck At a cost of $245,000, “it has 
escape ramp built last winter by the paid for itself in property saved,” 
Highway Division, the driver pulled said Maude. 
off the road, entered a bed of gravel Truckers have expressed ~ desires 
and came to a gentle, stop within for another ramp nearer the summit. 


165 feet. 

He suffered only from a pounding 
heart and sweaty palms. His van and 
cargo were unharmed. 


“He was mighty glad,” said Bill 
Maude, resident engineer in Medford. 
“They all have been.” 

The ramp has been .a welcome 
option for an average of two 
runaway trucks per week since it 
was completed last February. In fact, 
two trucks blasted through the 
ramp’s barricade shortly before it 


officially opened. 

The resistance force of the gravel 
stops trucks within a few hundred 
feet with little or no damage. Trucks 
become embedded in the gravel, so 
they must be towed out. 

The success rate has also pleased 
Highway Division. officials -- 
surprisingly so, because the ramp was 


an innovative project. It goes 
downhill rather that uphill, like. four 
others built within the past five 
years. se intah ual 

_ first two were built 


i The» 
1-8 ' 


Ay of Pendleton 
‘The 


ENG <p i 


second — pair is. fy ‘ 

iis Willamette Highway at Mesthen’ 
©, Station; about 18 miles east of 
Oakridge. Both sets are well used 


and appreciated by truckers. 

One ramp on I-80N was used by 
three trucks at once. One went half 
way up, another passed him and the 
third stopped near the front. 

On the Willamette Highway, a 
truck with a load of sheet rock had 
lost its brakes. Traveling 70 mph, it 
encountered a line of traffic, turned 
‘up the ramp and went all the way 
to the top before stopping. Another 
few feet and it may have needed 


wings. 
Editor’s note: ODOT’s _ research 
forces have conducted numerous 


to improve highway safety, materials, 
equipment and other departmental 
functions. We plan to include more 
of these reports in future issues of 
VIA: Next month we’ll talk about 
the research ODOT conducted on 
how fog affects driving. 


a 


| - The problem in the Siskiyous, 
according to highway engineers, is 
the terrain. It drops sharply off at 
the right shoulder, leaving no logical 
site for an uphill ramp for trucks 
traveling downhill. 

Ba: They studied several uphill 

: alternatives, but none were feasible 

because of the high cost or potential 

traffic problems. 

Undaunted, the Engineering 
\ Section, headed by Hal Versteeg, 
studied the “feasibility of a 
descending ramp and came up with 
plans for one of the country’s first 
~ downhill ramps. 

Utah has one and California is 
building one. There may be others, 
but engineers aren’t aware of them 
because the idea is so new. 

Like the highway, the ramp 
descends at a 5.5 percent grade. The 
_ downgrade limit on state highways is 
normally six percent. (Six feet of 
_ drop per 100 horizontal feet). 
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innovative tests and projects designed. 


Above 
below the Siskiyou summit. 


SISKIYOU TRU 


Nena crews measure the Wapning distance of this flatbed dealer 
after it entered the escape ramp. The grooves caused by the tires must be 
reshaped after each use. Below is a diagram of the downhill ramp located just 
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an extra gang under District Engineer 
George Thornton.- Preliminary testing 
was done at Camp Adair near Salem. 

Thad Bedingfield, a former stock 


car racer now with the Highway 
Division, volunteered to be _ the 
“daredevil” test driver. Wearing a 


crash helmet and strapped in with a 
double racing harness, he drove 
obsolete state trucks into the gravel 
bed at varying conditions and speeds. 
The ride was bumpy at times but 
never unsafe. 

' Testing revealed that a flat bed of 
pea gravel was the most successful in 
stopping, trucks entering at speeds of 
25, 40 and 55 mph. A five-yard 
dump truck and a flatbed truck 
‘were used, empty and loaded. They 
also tested beds with mounds and 
beds with a terrace surface. 


- BARRIER WALL 
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This close-up view of the pea gravel 


shows how elevated mounds on a 
smooth gravel bed caused the tie-rod 
on this truck to break. Engineers say 
the break was also due to the age 


and condition of the truck. Old, 
obsolete state vehicles were used 
during test drives into the escape 
ramp. 


The Highway Division- is researching 
the idea. 

The escape ramp is not without 
problems. The fact that it is well 
used has some highway officials a 
little worried. 

A few drivers have mistaken the 
ramp for a rest area. “An older lady 
in a Volkswagen pulled in. She 
wasn’t too happy when she couldn’t 
get out,” said Preliminary Design 
Engineer Adrain Olson. 

The uphill ramps have also been 
misused. One four wheeler entered 
to see whether he could drive 
through without getting stuck. He 
couldn’t get out. It’s illegal for these 
and regular passenger cars to use 
except in emergencies. 

“Proper signing has been part of 
the problem,” Olson said, noting 
that temporary signs at the Siskiyou 


ramp will soon be replaced with 
larger cantilever-type signs. Another 
sign closer to the summit alerting 
_drivers about the ramp will also be 
erected. 

‘Truckers. themselves may be 
misusing the ramps, Olson said. “It’s 


the ones who only go in a few feet 
that worry us,” he said. “Judging 
from the short stopping distances, 
they probably didn’t need to use the 
ramp.” 

However,o: the “misuse. Ts 
insignificant compared to the 
property -- and possibly lives -- the 
ramps have saved. 


Bill Maude remembers running 
into a trucker recently at a _ bar 
“who was still shaking from 
barrelling 100 mph down _ the 


Siskiyous an hour-and-a-half ago. He 
missed the escape ramp, rode it out 
and was darn lucky there wasn’t any 
traffic,’ Maude said. 

Within the past one-and-a-half 
years, there have been three major 
accidents due to the descent of that 
highway, Maude noted. 

Division officials have no figures 
yet to compare past with current 
accident rates. 

The most rewarding incident 
involving an escape ramp, according 
to Maude, occurred on a CB radio. 

“A truck was in the ramp as 
other trucks drove by. He had lost 
his brakes and clutch. They started 


razzing him about being in the 
ramp,” Maude said. 

“Then somebody else broke in 
and said, ‘don’t laugh. Just be glad 


he’s sitting there and not ridin’ up 
{?? 


your tail! 


Commission delays action on tourism 


The Transportation Commission 
tabled action on a tourism program 


proposal during its meeting in 
Astoria on June 20. 

._ The Travel Advisory Committee 
presented a proposal for a new 
program that called for a one 


percent hotel-motel room tax as its 
funding source. Representatives of 
the hotel-motel industry objected to 
the funding plan, saying their views 


had not been. fully solicited and that 


ile 
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most industry persons objected to it. 

Three months ago, the travel 
committee had appointed a special 
study committee to develop the new 
tourism proposal. Besides 
recommending the tax, the 
committee recommended expanding 
tourism promotion with more 
emphasis on a marketing program 
and placing jurisdiction in the 
Department , of Economic 
Development with a manager salaried 


i 


at. $40,000 per year. Public service 


functions, such as distributing maps 
and operating information centers, 
would remain in ODOT. 

The Travel Advisory Committee, 


during a June 13 meeting, adopted 
the tax plan but were divided on 
the jurisdicition issue, so they went 
to the Transportation Commission 
asking action only on ne funding 
proposal. 

Further study will be mndde, 
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DAVID POWERS, PARKS 
Historic Preservation Coordinator 


The State Parks system was originally 
established as part of Oregon’s 


highway system in the 1920s. The 
concept that recreation should be 
Ene Seid Leda LOM cneametOuedl 


transportation system was far-sighted, 
and has resulted in one of the best 
parks systems in the country. | hate 
to see us lose sight of this long- 
range benefit, as we attempt to solve 
short-range problems. 


% é a 


ANN SCULLY, PARKS 
Ranger 1, Silver Falls 


| appreciate the dilemma concerning 
sources of revenue for maintenance 
and related uses. It seems the 
amendment would only create new 


problems, however. | would favor 
limiting the Highway Fund to 
highways, only if the next 


Legislature allocated additional funds 
to other DOT agencies and_ fully 
explored the _ possibilities of 
generating more money within the 
agency. 


STAN HOBBS, HWY 
HE 1, Medford 


| believe that the amendment. will 
come to a vote and pass in the 
same way that I believe in Santa 
Claus, the Easter Bunny and_ the 
Tooth Fairy. 


inquiring photographer.He 
selects his own subjects. 
VIA’s editors frame the 
question of the month. 
Answers are edited only 
for length. 


= 


DAVE HOLLETT, HWY 
HMW 2, Astoria 


I’m all for it. Our roads need help, 
and | didn’t think Measure 5 was 
thei. beste aswavan atove dowel tele 
amendment is a better way of 
helping our roads without raising 
taxes. 


JOHN GUNTER, HWY 
District Engineer, Klamath Falls 

| am in favor of the Smith-Day 

amendment as it would allow the 

dollars generated from the gas tax to 


be used for what they should be -- 
construction and maintenance of our 


highways and would eliminate the 
funds allocated to the OSP and 
other agencies, which is long over 
due. 


es 


RICH EDIGER, HWY 
HE 1, Burns 


| think it’s a good idea. Highway 
money should be used to overlay 
and resurface existing highways. It 
would be nice to give Parks and 
State Police a small percentage, but 
not as much as they are getting 


now. 


DENNIS RICE, DMV 
Driver License Supervisor, Salem 


Although | have. not had _ the 
opportunity to review’ the 
amendment, it appears to have some 
merit. Limiting the use of this fund 
for highway purposes would 
eliminate many of the diversions for 
projects which are unnecessary. But 
it could have a detrimental effect on 
the budgets of other users, like State 
Police. 


What do you think of the Smith-Day Amendment that would 


strictly limit the Highway Fund to highway purposes? 


ARNOLD ANDERSON, METRO 
HE 1, Portland 


The Highway Fund should be used 
solely for highways. Parks and State 
Police should be funded separately. 


DAVE JONES, HWY 
Acting D.E., Eugene 


The Smith-Day amendment wouldn’t 
be necessary if the _ original 
constitutional intent had not been 
eroded by the Legislature in years 
gone by. It appears necessary now, 
but even the Smith-Day amendment 
will be only a stop-gap measure to 
serve our needs. 


ORVILLE RAYMOND, PARKS 
Park Manager 3, Harris Beach 


| hate to see parks lose out, but the 
maintenance of roads comes first, 
especially in our slide-prone area. If 
the roads go to pot, people couldn’t 
visit the parks anyway. 
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We'll always remember ... 


Richard McRea_ will be 
remembered by employees for his 
extensive work in land use and 
transportation planning. 

McRea, 35, died at his home 
MOM Gay.) e | UMCwmLiO ass sil emnW aS 


accidentally electrocuted. He was a 
planner in the Strategic Planning 
Unit. 


Mailing list 
to eliminate 
duplications 


A computerized mailing list with 
over 10,000 addresses statewide has 
been compiled by the Office of 
Public Affairs for the use of various 
ODOT units. 

The new list consolidates a variety 


of separate lists maintained by 
highway region offices, the travel 
information section, public 
information section and commission 
services section. 

Ken Bonnem, the public affairs 
office person who developed the 


computerized mailing list, said it will 
virtually eliminate duplication of 
mailings, greatly simplify the process 
of adding, deleting and changing 
addresses, reduce time spent in 
typing envelopes and provide all 
users with exactly the same address 
for each listing. 

A number of address categories 
can be specified with the new 
system including state legislators, city 
and county officials, mews media, 
chambers of commerce and 
contractors. Thousands of individuals 
and groups who have been placed on 
various ‘interested parties” list over 
the years are also included. — ; 
The addresses can be retrieved by 
category, by highway region or, in 

the case of the Portland area, by 


County, and imprinted. on 

self-sticking labels. 
Inquiries about the use of the 

new list should be directed to Ken 


Bonnem at 378-6546. | 


He came to ODOT in 1974 with 
a long list of credentials. He received 
a bachelor’s degree in sociology and 
a master’s degree in rehabilitation 
counseling from the University of 
Oregon. McRea received a _ master’s 
degree in urban planning from the 
University of New Mexico and also 
studied architecture. 

McRea_ recently completed a 
special study on land use control for 
state airports. “It is one of the best 
of its kind in the nation,” says Paul 
Norris, Strategic Planning manager. 

He also authored a study on the 
transportation needs of the elderly, 
poor and handicapped. He had just 
completed working with another 


wplanner on reviewing ODOT’s policy 


on state highway access controls. 

Before 1974, he worked as a 
vocational rehabilitation counselor. 

“He brought a broad range of 
experience in social service and 
planning that will be hard to 
replace,” Norris said. “Dick could 
always grab a project and run with 
it. He never compromised.” 

McRea grew up in Salem. Besides 
his parents and three sisters, he 
leaves a wife, Edith and two sons, 
ages five and three. 

Earl R. Worden was one of the 
Highway Division’s last traveling oil 
crew members. 

Worden, 63, died after a long 
illness June 6 in Klamath Falls. He 
was a long-time resident there. 

He started with the Highway 
Department in 1949 as an equipment 


operator. He had retired Dec. 31, 
1977, as a highway maintenance 
worker 3. District Engineer John 


Gunter of Klamath Falls remembers 
Worden as a “very dependable, 
knowledgable guy, liked by 


everyone,” he said. 


“He was one of our old stand-bys 
who knew just about every job and 
was always willing to help. He was 


especially helpful on the asphalt 
crew, and was one of the last of 
_the old-timers on traveling oil 
crews.” 


Worden was an avid outdoorsman. 
He loved to hunt and fish. 


Warren Merrill, 


os 


left, with cast member Claude Puckett of Madras . 


‘ The West ’ Comes to Bend 


The era of the 
month for a brief visit. 


Mountain Man 


returned to Central Oregon last 


An 1870 trading post and an Indian campground were set up at 
Fall River Falls near Bend. There were campfires, canoes, Indians and 


woolly men in fringed buckskins. 


There were also “grip” trucks, cameras, a film producer, directors, 
costume and makeup vans. MGM was producing a two-hour episode 
of “How The West Was Won,” starring James Arness. It will be aired 


on television next January. 
The film company scouted 


several 


locations, favoring Bend, 


according to Warren Merrill, head of ODOT’s movie promotion office. 
The office helped MGM find extra actors, provisions for cast and 
crew members, including a private home for Arness, a bear cub and 
other props. They also located a rustic cabin which was moved to 


the film site on the Deschutes River. 


Movie and television productions enhance Oregon’s economy, Merrill 


points out. 
episode, 


“We estimated about $1 
but now it looks closer to $1% million, 


revenue from. this 
” he said, noting 


million in 


that 180 Oregonians, many of them Native Americans from the Warm 
Springs Reservation, were hired as extras, actors and for other crafts. 
-Filming in Oregon has increased with the summer weather. Besides 
helping MGM, Merrill has been contacted by several commercial and 
feature film producers who are interested in filming in Oregon. 
“Oregon has a good chance of getting projects because of our 


” 


varied scenery and resources, 


Merrill says, ‘“‘and film producers are 


finding this out and calling us more and more.” 
The “How The West Was Won’ episode deals with the life of an 


historical character, Louis 
men during the 1860s 


and 70s 


Riel. He was the leader of about 6,000 
called Metis. They were French- 


Canadians with Indian blood. Riel and his men fled to America in 1870 
after being driven from their land in Canada by English Canadians. 


Traffic Unit takes signal request from desire to reality 


Editor’s note: This article is part 
of a series describing the different 
sections and units within ODOT. 


“When will they ever put a traffic 
light at this intersection?” 
People often mutter this question 


while trying to squeeze their cars 

onto crowded streets, or while 

watching youngsters dash across ,a 

busy intersection to school. 

Traffic signals are in demand 
- over $3 million worth 


these days 


+} 


in 56 locations throughout the state 
are on the waiting list. 

Handling requests for signals is 
one of the jobs of ODOT’s Traffic 
Engineering Unit, headed by L. E. 
(Bud) George. It employs about 55 
persons, including highway engineers, 
technicians and clerical staff. 

Major functions of the unit are 


threefold, George explains: 
administering traffic control 
functions, providing staff assistance 


for the State Speed Control Board 
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Bill Zirbes of the 
traffic signal. 
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refi Unit displays the workings of a control unit for a 


and producing accident and _ traffic 


data, which are the foundation of 
Oregon’s safety programs. 

Numerous offices are involved: 
traffic signal, investigation and 
research, traffic analysis, traffic 
counting and accident investigation 
offices. 


“Signals are the most complex 
thing we deal with,” George says, 
noting that modern technology has 
increased the complexity, adaptability 
and cost of signals. A signal varies 
in cost from $25,000 to $50,000 


and is often tailor-made for the 
conditions of its area. 

The process of getting one 
installed is also more complicated 


than many people realize. Here is a 
brief outline of the procedure from 


the initial request to approval for 
installation: ‘ 
Salcstemmnthahtc a COUNt:) Catan ms 


collected and compiled by the unit. 
Then an accident history record is 
compiled and included in a report to 
determine whether the signal request 
meets the criteria under the Uniform 
Manual on Traffic Control Devices. 
If it does, the request is placed on 
a statewide prioritized list. Date of 
installation is based on the assigned 
priority of the project and available 


funds. The Transportation 

Commission gives final approval. 
Signal maintenance on _ state 

highways is divided between state 


and local agencies. State maintenance 
is performed both on a routine and 
“as needed” basis. Crews throughout 


the state are on call in case a signal 
developes a problem. 

“Traffic signing is also quite 
involved,’ George says. ‘‘There’s 
more to it than erecting a sign. It 
must fit into a continuity of existing 
signs in the system, and a_ sign 
sequence often starts from a distant 
point.” 

The State Speed Control Board is 
a separate state agency made up of 
four members appointed by the 
governor.: They approve traffic speed 
change requests for cities and 
counties. George serves as executive 
secretary. 

“Tl especially enjoy this part of 
the job because we deal directly 
with people,” he says. ‘But many 
times speed zone requests are 
controversial, often emotional. 

“It’s frustrating sometime because 
of the complexities of ° the 
situations,” he says. “The residents 
of an area see their side of a traffic 
problem but our job is to strike a 
balance because all the _ traveling 
public is involved.” 

The board’s decisions are based 
on normal human behavior -- how a 
reasonable prudent driver would 
normally drive, George says. 

Like signals, speed change requests 


require thorough’ engineering 
investigations and reports. Before a 
change goes into effect, the unit 
compiles speed, traffic volume and 
many other data for the board to 
determine whether a _ change is 
warranted. 
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By Shannon Priem Allen 


Ken Bonnem is a gardener of sorts. 

He plants the seeds of ODOT’s 
information programs, carefully watches 
the growth, cultivates during 
controversy and is continually intrigued 
with the harvest. 

Bonnem, 42, was hired in 1975 asa 
citizen participation. specialist in the 
Public Affairs Office. His job was to 
increase public involvement in planning 
transportation projects and programs. 

“T quickly learned that our field 
people were doing a great job at that, so 
| grew into other things as well,’’ says 
the former broadcast journalist. 

Bonnem coordinates statewide 
information programs, such as the 
Six-Year Highway Program, ballot 
measures and opinion polls. Drawing 
from a strong background in television, 
he produces audio-visual presentations. 
He also handles correspondence to the 
governor on transportation issues. 

As a ‘go-between’ for people and 
their government, Bonnem’s job with 
ODOT can be likened to the tip of an 
iceburg. 

When he says, ‘I’m _ continually 
fascinated by the changing relationships 
between people and big institutions,” 
his perspective is well seasoned with 12 
years of experience during the country’s 
most socially and_ politically-trying 
times -- the mid 60s to early 70s. 

Bonnem’s interest in government 
began while he was a television reporter 
in Rockford, Ill. “I saw people and 
government from both sides and was 
intrigued with the relationship,” he 
says. 

He plunged into his first government 
job in 1966 as a public relations 
trouble-shooter for the Rockford school 
district, which was in the midst of racial 
turmoil. School integration had just 
been mandated by the federal 
government, the educational reform 
movement (open schools, alternative 
studies) had just begun, as well as the 
seeds of student unrest. 

“It was a circus at times,” Bonnem 
comments. ‘It wasn’t unusual to have 
2,000 persons at board meetings, week 
after week, policemen and tear gas in 
the school, and race riots.” 

The trouble-shooter’s job was to 
handle the media, give speeches, and 
generally promote the board’s position. 
“We survived,” Bonnem says, noting 
that the district was rated first in the 
nation on educational reform and 
integration for medium-sized schools. 

“Part of my job was to get the 
budget passed. during this turmoil,’ 
Bonnem says. ‘“‘And we did.” 

“In fact, people who opposed us 


didn’t stand a chance,” he adds 
candidly. ‘‘We were one of the first 
agencies to use demographics.” 
Demographics relates to the study of 
populations--how education and income 
levels reflect voting patterns. ‘We 
realized positive votes paralleled higher 
education and income levels, so we 
targeted information to these voters.” 
The reaction to this “total control” 
attitude, in general, led to more 
boycotts, book-burning and student 
demonstrations, Bonnem says. ‘‘They 


Two years later, Bonnem’s public 
involvement enlarged to the state level. 
Working for the federal government, he 
studied land use planning in Oregon and 
coordinated the lobbying for the citizen 
involvement mandate clause in SB 100, 
(the bill that created the LCDC). 

At ODOT, Bonnem discovered that 
citizen participation works best on 
specific projects. “They get involved 


when it concerns the pot hole in front 
” he says, ‘‘but efforts to 
long-range 


of their house, 
involve people in broad, 


“I’m fascinated by the way people relate to large institutions.” 


were reacting to the way we did things 
in Rockford. When we decided to do 
something, we did it ,” 

The late 60s revolt stage led Bonnem 
to a new train of thought. ‘Frankly, at 
the time, | believed our actions were 
right,” he conceded. “But | figured 
there had to be a better way.” 

He found it in Salem, in 1970 as 
public relations coordinator for the 
public school districts: Community 
involvement -- citizen groups, advisory 
committees, neighborhood associations. 

“They were toying with the idea and 
| decided to make it pervasive,” he says. 
They had been losing budget elections 
repeatedly, Bonnem notes, but as the 
groups expanded, the budgets began 
passing without trouble. 


transportation planning such as the 
1975 Oregon Transportation Plan, 
aren’t as effective.” 

Peoples’ response to their 
governments has gone through specific 
phases, according to Bonnem. “‘We have 
moved from a total, benevolent trust in 
our institutions in the 50s; to raw, 
frustrated protest in the 60s; to a phase 
of heavy public involvement with 
advisory groups for almost everything.”’ 

Bonnem feels that the steam has left 
the involvement stage. ‘Now, all the 
involvement in the world isn’t passing 
school budgets,”’ he says. ‘““We’re moving 
into a phase where people are tired of 
being asked for input. They’re tired of 
government. They’re inputed out, so to 
speak. They want answers. And. judging 


3 have to say, milk comes from cows . 


| about the department through le 


from the gas tax failure and Proposition 
13, they don’t even want better 
services.” 

Eventually, Bonnem believes people 
will return to.a modified “1950s” trust 


in their government; ‘‘as soon as 
everyone’s had his say, and government 
responds with some changes,” he 
comments. 

How does he view the effect of the 
“Proposition 13” phase on ODOT? 
“Ah, this gives me a chance to plug the 
department,” he says, half kidding. 
“Seriously, we have one of the most 
efficient agencies. We are naturally 
geared toward starting something and 
promptly finishing it. Because we offer 
a solid, traditional service, there is little 
to cut back.” 

Proposition 13 couldn’t have come at 
a worse time for the DMV, however, he 
adds. ‘“‘The service needs at the DMV are 
increasing, but | doubt whether we’ll be 
able to meet those needs.” 

Bonnem analyzed Measure 5S’s 
election defeat. The man, -who is 
normally lucid on any public opinion 
topic, is somewhat stumped. 


“Normally, the more you use, such 


as gas, the more you expect to pay. 
That’s the user philosphy. It makes 
perfect sense. Voting patterns showed 
the opposite--the heaviest gas users 
turned it down, and opinion polls taken 
before the election showed the same 
pattern. It’s insane!” 

He feels that ODOT should take an 
aggressive approach in its information 
efforts, ‘“‘constantly explaining the 
principle of a user tax. We need to point — 


out the relationship if we are Sie: 


generate more revenue. It’s like you 


~ Bonnem also gauges pub ic opinion 
tters | 
the governor on transportation issues. 


ODOT’s public image has improved 
during the past few years, he says. 


“Some are even on speaking terms witls es 


us now,” he laughs. 

Letters of praise or complaint a are 
sent to Bonnem from the governor’s — 
office. After fielding them to the ODOT 
office or employee involved, Bonnem 
drafts the response for the governor. 

Most complaints concern long lines 
at the DMV. “‘Letters are respectful; but 
a few aren’t and some are in-between,” 
he says, noting with a laugh that one 
began with a “Damn it, Sir!” 

ODOT is willing to admit when it’s 
wrong, Bonnem says. “This is most 
important. I’ve always stressed 
objectivity and total openness when 
dealing with the public.” 

“And | wouldn’t have lasted more 
than a month with this job if others in 
this department felt differently.” 


Retirees Let Us Know What's Happening 


Luncheon Scheduled 
The next retirees’ luncheon 


will be Monday, July 17, at the 


King’s table on 12th Street in 
Salem. Luncheons are held every 
three months. 


A head start 


Unterseher, P.O. Box 
97420 Retired 


Simon W. 
5446, Charleston, 
1976. 

While most gardeners will soon be 
nurturing small, green tomatoes on 
their plants, Simon will already be 
harvesting big, ripe ones. 

He’s been growing tomato plants 
under a grow light in a small shed. 
He was proud enough, in fact, to 
send us a photo of a. tall, 
healthy-looking plant. 

Other hobbies include fishing and 
clam digging. This summer he plans 
to visit Shore Acres State’ park with 
his new SX70 Polaroid camera. 


Simon remarked, “It sure is nice 
to be retired, and I’d like to thank 
the department for the beautiful 
retirement plaque. It was an honor 


to receive.” 

He added ‘‘And it sure was nice 
to receive a full paycheck every 
month. | never missed a month 
during my 25° and-a-half years 
there.” 


Wages have changed considerably, 
he mused. ‘A person earning $265 
in 1951. now makes $930,” he said. 


30,000 Miles 


Stuart J. Couper, 2731 Waconda Rd. 
NE, Salem. Retired 1975. 

Stu and his wife have been busy 
developing recreational property at 
the coast near Florence. They have 
also. put 30,000 miles on their 
trailer, covering territory from 
Mexico to the Arctic Circle. 

During the winter, Stu has been 
teaching himself welding and creates 


wire sculpture. He also repairs 
machinery used on their farm. 

Like other retirees, Stu wonders 
how he “did it all and worked eight 


hours too.” 
Driftwood Carvings 


Roy Ellis, 88521 Colland Loop, 


Florence. Retired 1975. 

Roy and his wife * have been 
traveling north and south in their 
trailer and especially enjoyed Canada. 
They’re concentrating on _ their 
bowling and have taken up golf. 

Roy also carves objects such as 
birds and flowers out of driftwood. 
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